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TURN THIS ASSIGNMENT SHEET IN WITH YOUR ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
NAME:  ___________________________________________   DATE: _____________________ 
 
A definition of terms: 
A bibliography is a list of articles, books, web and other resources usually pertaining to a 
particular subject and collected using a specific style manual format (MLA, APA, AP, Chicago or 
Terabian).  
 
An annotated bibliography is a bibliography that includes an annotation after each resource 
entry.  The annotated bibliography includes the added bonus of a brief descriptive and 
evaluative paragraph called the “annotation.”  
 
An annotated bibliography is different from an abstract, which is often found at the beginning 
of a scholarly article.   
 
Article abstracts are summaries of the contents of an article.   
 
An annotation describes and criticizes an article or text, and often includes a brief examination 
of the author’s approach, clarity of purpose, point of view, ethos, pathos, and logos. 

 
Creating an annotated bibliography requires critical thinking 
and analytical reasoning.  While annotating, you will 
synthesize information from each of your sources, writing 
succinct paragraphs that evidence informed library, online, 
and other media research. 
 
How to approach this assignment: 
To complete this assignment you will conduct research 
using online library data bases (especially Lexus/Nexus) to 
find news reports and scholarly articles about your topic, 
social media (Twitter and blogs) as well as website retrieval 

and other library sources, including books, magazines, and journals to identify additional 
information.    You may select the appropriate style manual used by your career field for this 
assignment.   
 
STYLE MANUAL for Mass Comm:   Associated Press 
 
 
 
 
 

PLAGARISM:  Do not use 

the work of others for 

your annotation.  Do not 

copy and paste book 

reviews, article reviews, 

article abstracts, or other 

summaries for your 

annotation. 
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Your annotation should include: 

1. Summarize the thesis or central idea of the text, including the scope of the work. 
2. Evaluate the author (describe his ethos:  experience, credentials, etc.). 
3. Evaluate the audience of the text (public, specific, academic, college students, other?), 

including the journal or site where it was published—what does the (publishing) 
medium of the text tell you about its audience? 

4. Compare and contrast each text to other text(s) included in your bibliography.  Put each  
text in context with the whole of your bibliography.   

5. Discuss how each text supports your selected topic of research. 
 
When you type your annotated bibliography, use these numbers for each section of the 
annotation, skipping a line between them. 

 
Topic selection: 
This semester we are exploring topics related to our professions and/or of significant concern 
to our country.   Research Domains for journalism appear on your syllabus—please select a 
topic that relates in some way to one of these domains.  You may pick a topic outside of one of 
these domains with the approval of the instructor. 
 
You will want to select a topic that holds significant social meaning or career interest for you.   
 
The following are some examples of the kinds of issues you might select. 
 
Discipline specific issues, such as:  PBS/NPR versus Reality TV Programs;  Four to six mega-
media corporations control the majority of news and entertainment—is that a problem?; News 
as entertainment—how do these programs affect real news and our reality? (The Daily Show, 
The Colbert Report); Opinion journalism versus objective news (is there such a thing as 
objective journalism?); Citizen journalism versus professional journalism—impacts? 
 
Social issues:  Human and financial costs of war (PTSD, Suicides, Deaths, Destruction, Hatred); 
Poverty (Middle Class poverty; Welfare; Child poverty); Political Parties in the U.S. (Citizens 
United and anonymous unlimited donations), and other issues of interest. 
 
TOPIC:  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
SIGNIFICANCE:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your annotated bibliography will end up containing 15 citations.  Your first grade (Midterm) will 
come from your first 8 annotated citations due at Midterm on your syllabus (Week 8).   Your 
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second grade will come from your final annotated bibliography comprised of 7 citations and 
due at the Final (as part of your Final). 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  Your bibliography must contain texts from a variety of sources: news 
reports, scholarly articles, internet-based information, books, and periodicals—(both 
electronic and print resources should be represented). For first 8 sources: 1 source from/using 
Twitter, 3 sources from library databases, other sources from web/blogs [Midterm-Week 8]. 
 
Please feel free to use Purdue’s Online Writing Lab (OWL) to assist you in the technical aspects of your 
annotated bibliography assignment:   http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/1/  

   

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/1/

